* The Tartar Invasion *
there was the embarkation of the queens with their
suites, of the concubines and the maids of honour. After
a time it became evident that the boats were insufficient.
The mandarins had not scrupled to take as many as
they could lay hands on. Tharepyissapate had departed
one night not only with his household and attendants,
but with all his furniture and livestock, down to his
hens. When it was announced that no more boats were
available, the slave-women of the inner palace still re-
mained to be taken off.

The scene on the riverside was one of great con-
fusion. The King himself sat in his barge, Thonlupu-
zaw, which was moored close in to the river bank.
From its carved and gilded stateroom he watched the
embarkation, frequently issuing orders to make haste,
but impeding haste by the contradictory nature of the
orders. Queen Saw's barge, Nawarat, was anchored by
him, but she remained on shore in a temporary pavilion,
from which she strove to manage what was passing be-
yond management. When this difficulty about the in-
sufficiency of boats to accommodate the slave-women
was reported, there was consternation.

The women in question, who numbered several hun-
dreds, were those who had been captured years before
at Martaban, women selected for their rank or beauty
to reside in the palace from the bulk of the prisoners
devoted as pagoda slaves. They were in a little crowd
on the bank, seated as best they could on the dusty
grass. Those who had parasols held them up against
the blazing sun. It was a sweltering afternoon; they
were dazed and thirsty. Each had a little woven bag
.containing the trifling valuables they had been able to
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